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basis of negotiations was that the piece of
land would be sold fo recoup the Govern-
ment their money. Mr. Ewing, when Min-
ister for Edueation, was also concerned in
the maiter. No money would have been lent
but for the understanding that the scheme
would be accepted by the people and by Par-
liament, and the Class A reserve referred to
in the Bill would be sold in order that the
Government might be recouped. I hope that
progress will be reported.

Hon. J. EWING: On the evidence sub-
mitted to the select committee, I think the
finding was a wise one. If a division be
called for to-night, I shall vote against the
elause. I know the place well. I hope the
Minister will agree to progress being re-
ported in order that a further report may
be obtained.

The Chief Secretary: We must finalise it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not think any
member of the seleet committee would ob-
jeet to further inguiries, but it is important
that the rest of the Bill shonld be passed.
Urgent matters are contained in it, and if
there is delay for further inquiry, we may
as well strike out the referemce to the re-
serve in question, and then have a separate
Bill to deal with it.

Clause put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .- .. . .. b
Noes .. .. . .. 14
Majority against .. .. 9
ATES.
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. W. H, Hitson
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. G, Frager (Teller.)
Nozs.
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon, E, H. H. Hall Hon. J. Nicboalson
Hon, V, Hamersley Hon. E. Rose
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. G. A. Kempion Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. A, Lovekin Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon, W. J. Mang Hon. C. F. Baxter
{Teiler.)
Parm.
AYEB. No.
Hon, C. B. Williams Hon. H. Stewart

Clause thus negatived.
Clause 8, First Schedule—agreed to.

Second and Third Schedules, eonsequent-
ly, negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Title—agreed fo.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.28 p.m,

Hegisiative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 12th November, 1929.
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The SPEAKER. took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—COTTESLOE MUNICIPAL
STANDING ORDERS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Agri-
cultural Water Supplies: 1, Is he aware that
the “Government Gazette” of the 1st Novem-
ber eontained a new set of standing orders
for the Cottesloe municipality? 2, Will
those standing orders be laid upon the Table
this session? 3, Does not standing order
No. 51 therein confiict with Seclion 158 of
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1906%

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Yes. 3, The last paragraph of By-law 51
is in eondliet with Seetion 158 and the coun-
cil has heen so informed.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS 8US-
PENSION.

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Boulder) [4.353]: I move—

That during the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far as is
neeessary to enable Bills to be introdueed

P. Collier—
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without notice and to be passed through their
remaining stages on the same day, and all
messages from the Legislative Council to be
takea into consideration on the day they are
received.

It may bhe theught that this motion is being
brought forward rather early in the session,
hut a glanee at the Notice Paper will indi-
cate to the House that there is little business
remaining, and it should be disposed of in
a few days. In order that we may have
permission te deal with messages from an-
other place, and also to deal with Bills and
put them through a'l stages at one sitting,
il is necessarv that this motion should be
passed. Of course] give the House an assur-
anee at once that no advantage will be taken
of the suspension of the Standing Orders
vnduily to deal with any matter that may
he bhrought forward. If it is sought to put
any Bill through all its stages at one sitting
and memhers require further time for its
vonsideration, there will be mo objection to
meeting their convenience in every possible
way. No advaniage will be taken of the
suspension, but it is desired to facilitate the
transaction of bnsiness at thiz stage of the
session,

HON, 3IR JAMES MITCHELL ({Nor-
(ham) [4.37]: I accept the assurance of the
Premier that ne advantage will be taken of
the suspension of the Standing Orders fo
push through legislation that ought to re-
ceive the full consideration of the Honse.
On the Notice Paper there is only one really
important malter, the State Savings Bank
Aet Amendment Bill. 1 do not know what it
contains, but I gather from remarks already
made that some time will he required to con-
sider the Bill. Otherwise I think we can deal
with all the matters on the Notice Paper
quite well with the Standing Orders rus-
pended. It is customary to suspend the
Standing Ovders towards the close of {ie
session, and it is necessary to do so or we
should never get through the business. I
aceept the assurance of the Premier Dt
we shall have ample time to deal with all
‘matters that come before the House. T am
glad to know that no other Bills will be
introdneed. It would not be righc for the
Premier to ask for the suspension of the
Standing Orders without telling us of any
o her Bills to be introduced.

The Premier: If I might explain, there
ave only two, or perhaps three, Bills that I
know of, a sandalwood Bill, such as we pass
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each vear to deal with the sandalwood rev-
etue, and an amendment of the Axbitration
Act. ] was informed yesterday that it wiil
bu necessary to pass an amendment of the
Redistribution of Seats Aet because of tech-.
nical errors in it. I think the House will
be satisfled that that Bill is of no import-
an¢e, because it deals only with technical
errors in the deseription contained in the
sehedule.

Mr. Latham: It will alter some of the
houndaries.

The Premier: It might to a slight extent,
bui only as regards a few votes here and
there.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will it restore the distriet
of Mt. Margaret?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sirould
like to know what amendment is proposed to
the Arbitration Aet. We should have time
to consider such a measare, Arbitvation is
a matter that has important effects and we
should not be asked to pass legislation hur-
riedly or without ample time for considera-
tion. I have no ohjection to the passing
of the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (4)—TEHIRD READING.
1, Land Tax and Income Tax.
2, Miner's Phthisis Act Amendment.
3, Loan, £2,250,000,
4, Sandalwood.
Transmitied to the Council.

BILL-CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT.
Remaining Stages.

Reports of Committee adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.45] in moving the second
reading said: There are several eclauses
in  the Bill which deal with purely
verbal alterations to fi in  with our
present system of elassifieation only. There
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are other clauses that are consequent upon
the passing of the Public Service Appeal
Board Act, 1920, which places the respon-
sibility for the classification upon the Public
Service Commissioner. Again, there are sev-
eral clanses that are necessary owing to
sections in the 1904 Aet having become
obsolete. ‘Those clauses need not require
attention by hon. members, but there are
eight points in the Bill to which I will
vefer and which are worthy of consideration.
The first is that which will pive the Governor-
in-Counei! power to appoint one assistant
Commijssioner where it is thought that one
1s necessary. The Aect provides that we
may appoint two such Commissioners. 1t
will be realised that if it is cowvsidered
that only one assistant Commissioner is
necessary, there should be power to make
such an appointment. At present there is
no such power, and that is an amendment
that will be readily agreed to by every
hon. member. As to the next point, it is
known that peviodically there has been a
reclassification of the service. Sometimes it
has taken plaee after a long interval, and
at other times at periods not quite so long.
We know that nearly all wages, so far as
the industrial seetion of the community is
concerned, come up for revision at intervals
of not less than three yvears. I refer to
awards of the Arbitration Court, which very
often are for terms of 12 months but in ne
ease does the ferm exceed a period of three
Vears,

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not remember any.

The PREMIER: No. There is no stated
term for such reclassifications of the service
in the Public Serviee Aet. It may be left
to the decision of the Public Service Com-
missioner and I do not kmow just where
any power on the part of the Government
may come in. There iz an amendment in the
Bill to provide for the reclassification of the
service af least once in five vears.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Would it not
be better to have a definite time fixed in the
Bill? Perhaps that period would be too
Tong.

The PREMIER : I think it is intended to
mean every five vears, although the Bill savs
thet it shall be at intervals not exceerline
five vears,

Hon. G. Tavlor: Wounld that prevent a
reelassifieation taking place in less than a
period of five years?

The PREMIFR: Tt mioht. but the Bill
sevs that it shall not exceed five years. Tn

[ASSEMBLY.]

the past there has not been at times a re-
classification for seven or eight years, while,
on the other hand, 1 think there have been
reclussifications made at shorter periods. At
any rate, the amendment will set ount that
the period shall not exceed five years. I
ghall have no objection to provide a stated
period in the Bill if hon. members, when we
deal with the measure in Committee, ecan
show that it will be advisable. I do not
think five years is too short a period for a
review of the salaries and eonditions of em-
ployment in connection with our Publie Ser-
vice. It will be understood that a reelassifi-
cation dees nof necessarily mean an increase
in salaries, Tt may mean a reclassification
downwards, if that was in conformity with
the cost of living. Arbitration Court awards
may have a downward tendency, because of
a reduction in .the eost of living. TFuture
reclagsifications of the Public Service may
take an upward or a downward trend as
circumstances at the time may warrant. It
will he seen, therefore, that a reclassification
may mean that salaries will remain as they
are: thev may be inereased, or they may
he redueed, In my opinion, there ought to be
a reclassifieation of the serviee at periods
nut greater than every five years. Chen
there is another amendi: «r:t which has really
hecome necessary becauce of the practire
ndopted in recent years. The 190t Aect pro-
vides thut hoys may enter the serviee by
competitive examination, but not under the
age of 16 years. For some time past the
competitive examination system has heen
abolished. The Act was passed before the
institution of the University examinations.
Since the institution of those examinations,
the competitive examinations have been abol-
islied and we now take hovs who have pa~sed
the junior examinution.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And that is
quite satisfactory.

The PREMIER: Tt is better than the old
system and has worked satisfactorily. At
present, however, many of the boys pass the
junior examination at an age of 15, or even ,
earlier than that. T have known boys to
pass it at 14% vears, Those boys can-
not he taken into the service hecause
they are under 16 years of age, and so the
service has lost some of our brighter boys
because they have been taken up by banks
and other business institutions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The people do
not lose their services.



{12 Noveuser, 1920.] . 1473

The PREMIER : That is so, but the boys
way preier a Public Service career.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 'Then they are
very foolish.

The PREMIEK : [ think so, too, but some-
times their parents decide for them. I think
it would be better for the bright boys if it
was otherwise, but, perhaps, I should not say
that. To seeure the services of boys who
have passed their junior examination at an
earlier age than 16, we can only take them
into the service as messengers and hold them
until they are 16 years of age, when they are
drafted into the clerical branch. Many boys
are not satisfied o take positions as mes-
sengers in the interim, and they accept posi-
lions in offices and elsewhere. It is desirable
that we should engage these boys regardless
of their age, so long as they have passed
the junior examination.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: I think that is
a bad argument. You stop them from adopt-
ing an outside career that would be better
for them!

The PREMIER: That depends npon the
boy,

Hon. G. Taylor: But it often depends
upon the parents’ decision.

The PREMIER : That is so.

Myr. Withers: Is the passing of the junior
examination always a qualification?

The PREMTER: [t has not heen in the
past, beeause the Aet provided for a com-
petitive examination, hut we have been tak-
ing hoxs who have passed the junior examin-
ation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
heen o for years.

Hon. G. Taylor:
factory.

The PREMIFER: That is so. In some re-
spects the Government have not conformed
strietly to the wording of the Aet,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T do not think
that worries some people.

The PREMIER: Perhaps few of us at
one time or another have not broken some
Aetzs of Parliament. The next point re-
fers to the appointment of certain officers as
maygistrates without examination.

Houn, Sir James Mitchell: You have done
that now.

The PREMIER: No. At present we ean-
not appoint a magistrate unless he is a leg-
ally qualified person, or has passed the pre-
seribed examination. We have five such
officers in the Public Serviee who have been

And that has

And haz proved satis-

there for a long time, and have been carry-
ing on in an acting capacity as magisirates.

tion. ¢, Taylor: And sowme of them are
very good men.

1The PREMIER: Yes. They are perhaps
past the age when it is easy for a man to
study and pass e<aminations. The time for
that is during the years of youth, but the
men to whon | refer have qualified by actual
practieal experience and each has, for many
vears past, been carrying on in an acting
capaeity as a magistrate,

Hon. G. Taylor: I know one who has
heen acting for 28 years.

The PREMIER: I think the hon, member
will know most of them when I mention their
names.

Hon. G. Taylor:
men, too.

The PREMIER : That is so. For instance,
there is My, Geary, the acting resident mag-
istrate and warden at Kalgoorlie. His ser-
vice consists ol having acted as wining re-
gistrar and clerk of eourts for 11 years and
acting magistinte and acting wavden for
191, veavrs. His service totals 3% years,
vef it is not possible to appoint Warden
{ieary ns a magistrate because of the pro-
vision in the Public Service Act, which re-
quires that he shall either be a qualified legal
practitioner or have passed the prescribed
eXamination.

Mr, Mann: In any eveng, he will be too
okl to sit for (he exnmiation now.

The PREMIER : Of course. If he sat for
the examination and passed, 1 have no doubt
he wounld be appointed, but it will be re-
cognised that after 2 man has attained a
certain age, it is not ensy foy him to pass
~uch an examination.

Mr. Mann: Bat even so, would he not be
too old to sit in aecordance with the regu-
lations?

The PREMIER: I do not know about
that, but if he did and passed, I think he

They are very capable

“could he appointed. But it is quite out of

the question to ask these men, who have been
catrying on for such a long period, to sit for
sueh an examination. Then there is Mr. Me-
(iinn, who is the acting magistrate at Ger-
aldton.

Hon. G. Taylor: He is a most capable
man with long experience.

The PREMIER: That is so. He acied
as mining registrar and clerk of courts for
25 years and has been holding his present
position as acting magistrate and acting wax-
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den for 614 vears, o that he has a total
service of 34 venrs. As is known to some
goldfields members, Mr. McGinn bas acted
ot a number of oceasions at Kalgoorlie and
elsewhere on the goldlields when the war-
den has been away. Then there is
Mr. Lang, who is to-day acting magis-
trate at Carnarvon. He has had 22 years
of service as Prineipal Registrar at the
Mines Department, and has acted as magis-
trate at various times from 1912 to 1921. He
has done that while occupying his position
as Chief Mining Registrar and has gone to
Southern Cross, Ravensthorpe and other
centres relieving magistrates for the time be-
ing. He, too, has a total service of 34 yvears.

Hon. G. Taylor: And a fine man, too.

The PREMIER: Mr. Horgan is another.
He was at Carnarvon as magistrate, but
has been transferred to the Children's
Court. Then there is Colonel Mansbridge,
who is at Broome. He was mining regis-
trar and clerk of courts on the goldfields
for a period of 25 years. He was filling
one of those positions when he went to the
war. On his return, he was appointed act-
ing maogistrate at Broome, and he has oc-
cupied that position ever since. Colonel
Maeansbridge has been there eight years. As
Bill Adams said, referring to the Army that
won for him the battle of Waierloo, *“Good
men, all of them.’’ Mr. Mansbridge has
had 38Y% years service. Then there is M.
Butler, whe is acting resident magistrate
and warden at Cue. He has been minine
registrar and clerk of coorts for 27 years
and acting warden for 61/ years. His total
service is 34 years. Of the five officera I
have mentioned, not one has less than 31
years serviee.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But this is not
the way to alter the position.

The PREMIER: That is a question that
might be considered, whether the law
shonld be altered in regard to exzamina-
tions. Very few of the gentlemen holding
the positions I have referred to were legaliy
qualified and none was asked fo pass an
examination. All the same, the State was
fortunate in securing the services of very
capable and practical men to fill fhese
posts. One can searcely recall an instance
of an officer who, though not legally train-
ed, was not sound and practical and whe
did not fail to render very good service te
the State, particularly in the earlier years.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Hon. G. Taylor: Warden Finnerty was
not a legal man.

The PREMIER: No, and he played a
very important part in the early days of
the gold discoveries. So it is thought that
we shounld appoint these men in permanent
capacities.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : But this is the
wrong way to do it.

The PREMIER: That may be, but it
must he remembered that the instances to
which T have referrved are exceptional, and
in each there is a splendid record of ser-
vice in acting eapaeities. In these ecases
perbaps an exception might be made, T
agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that the whole question of examination for
these appointments might be considered.
For some years past there have been com-
plaints because of the number of aeting
appointments that have heen made to the
magistracy. In two cases or perhaps three,
positions have been advertised, but it has
not been possible to make permanent ap-
pointments becaunse the salary—I assume it
was tor that reason-——was not sufficiently at-
tractive, There was no response to the
eall for applicants for the positions and it
was not surprising that men of standing
did not try to secure the positions. Per-
sonally T consider that the salary ought to
be inereased to such an extent as to at-
tract men of standing at the Bar. It has
been remarked in this House during the
discussion on the Estimates that the duties
 performed by magistrates are becoming in-
creasingly important year after year. We
have made an effort to do away with the
position that has been existing for so many
years, but we have failed, principally be-
cause the salaries offered have not been
sufficient. Another amendment it is pro-
posed to bring about is rather important.
It is kpown that the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner on re-classifying the service, al-
ways fixes minimum and mazimum salaries.
There 4s considerable difference between
the minimum and the maximum. For many
vears past under a certain salary—I think
about £270 or £280—the annual inerement,
that is, the progression from the minimum
to the maximum, has been antomatic. There
has been a grade rise every vyear, going
ap in multiples of 12, until the maximum
is reached. But increases to officers on sal-
aries above £280 have not been automatic;
it has been at the diseretion of the Publie
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Service (lommissioner, or to be more cox-
rect, the Government of the day whether
increases shonld be granted or not. On re-
classification the Public Service Commis-
sioner says that the mmaximum salary is
really the value of the position.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh no.

The PREMIER: He says that the posi-
tion is worth the maximmum, but the maxi-
mum is fixed mainly to meet the position.
When new appointments are made and an
officer is not regarded as efficient, the real
value of the office is the minimum salary.
There may be reasons why an officer shounld
start at a tigure below the maximum, and
after that he works up by annual increments
until the maximum is reached. _

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why should it
not be reached in the first year, if a man is
specially eapablef

The PREMIER: An officer may be new
to the position, and it is desirable that he
should commence at the minimum salary and
work his way up. But very often the posi-
fion is classified at the maximom and the
Public Service Commissioner determines
what the salary shall be. Then he fixes the
salary of the office at the maximom. Ha
does not always commence at the minimum.
The position may be classified, and, as has
been done, the officer receives the maximum
salary because it is considered that he is
worth that salary. If, however, the office
became vacant, and someone elze were ap-
pointed, probably the new man would have
to start ai the minimum. The amendment
pow brings all into the same category, that
is to say, the increments towards the maxi-
mum shall be annual. There is something to
be said for and against that.

Hon. G. Taylor: Merit does not count.

The PREMIER: There is something to be
said both ways. At the present time, it may
be said an officer would remain at the mini-
mum or at a sum midway between the mini-
mum and the maximum, if he did not show
efficiency and aptitude for the positiom. '

Hon. G. Taylor: Which system would be
better?

The PREMIER: A very small percentage
of officers have progressed annually fowards
the maximum, During the war years when
the financial diffienlties of the State were
great, increments were not paid; also in
times of depression it may be thonght that
the State would be jnstified in holding up
annual increments to officers of the service.
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The next amendment provides for the pay-
ment of additional remuneration to officials
acting in positions higher than their own.
At the present time if an officer is filling a
post higher than his own, he has to fill
it for three months before he gets any
additional remuneration; after the three
months he receives half the difference be-
tween his salary and that of the officer he
is relieving. The amendment in the Bill
makes the period one month instead of three.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You might as
well wipe out the month sitogether.

The PREMIER: I do not suppose the
Public Service wounld object to that, but there
must be a short period. A month might- be
required in which to become acquainted with
the duties of the higher pesition. The Iast
amendment of any importance is the aboli-
tion of the present separate hoard te hear
appeals against penalties. At present if the
Public Service Commissioner should impose
a penalty upon any officer for any misde-
meanour, that officer has the right to ap-
peal, but to an appeal board presided over
by the Public Service Commissioner, who
inflicted the penalty.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
have these penalties at all.

The PREMIER: If there were no power
to infliet penalties it might be that dismissal
would follow. Generally it may be said that
the Public Service Commisrioner or any offi-
cer filling that position would be inelined to
give the person concerned the benefit of the
doubt and inflict a penalty. As I say, =l-
though in the past an officer penalised had
the right to appeal, the appeal was from
Cacsar to Caesar, for the appeal board has
been constituted of a representative of the
Government, a representative of the Public
Servies, and the Public Service Commis-
sioner as chairman, Now it is proposed that
such appeals shall be made as appeals
against classifieation are made, that is to say,
to the appeal board appointed under the Aecg
of 1820, Very few of these cases come up.
It is not often that penalties are inflicted,
0 it will not mean any considerable ad-
dition to the work of the appeal board. It
is but seldom that penalties are inflicted
and in most cases there have been no appeals,
the - officers concerned having accepted the
findings, So the amendment will not increase
the work of the existing appeal hoard. I
think it much preferable that the appesal
should be heard by an entirely independent

Better not to
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_board, instead of a board presided over by
the Public Service Commissioner, who im-
posed the penalty.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Under this you
will have a judge of the Supreme Court sit-
ting on an appeal against a fine of 5s.

The PREMIER : T scarcely think an offi-
eer fined 5s. would be likely to appeal.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But it may have
been an unjust decision, in which case he
would certainly appeal.

The PREMIER: I think that generally
the decision invoiving a fine is a perfectly
fair one, that indeed the delinquent is
treated lenientlv. Most of the officers will
recognise that.

“Hon. Sir James Mitchell: "What is the
cost of the present appeal board appointed
under the Act?

The PREMIER: Very little. That board
=eldom sits, except once in five yvears fol-
lowing on a reclussification.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But how many
oflicers are likely to be appealing?

The PREMIFR: Those fined have been
very few indeed. After the last reclassifica-
tion a large number of appeals were made
against that reelassification. That occupied
the time of the appeal board at some length.
But once the hoard has disposed of such ap-
peals it has virtually nothing to do uniil the
next reclassification ecomes along, five years
later. Of course-an officer at any time ¢an
appeal to the appeal board if additional
dunties are imposed on him. But there are
very few cases that the appeal board is called
upon to deal with, except following on re-
elassifications, which have been made onece
in five years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But oceasion-
aliv an officer is reclassified because of in-
eréased importance.

The PREMIER: Yes, at times, but such
reclassifieations are made only when an office
become vacant, or if it snddenly increases in
importance. Those are the main points in
the Bill, and I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL-—-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE.
Council’'s Amendments,

Schedule of two amendments made by the
Council now considered.

[ASSEMBLY .}

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bl

No. 1. Clause 2, Subclanse (1), para-
graph (b).~—Insert after “mortgagor” in line
19 the words “the whaole or any pert of.”

Insert after “instalment” in line two, page
two, the words “or any part thereof so re-
funded.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This pro-
posed amendnent is not at all necessary,
but rather than argue about it T will accept
it. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 2, Subelavse (2).—Insert
after “intercst” where it appears a second
time in line five, the words “or any part
thereot.”

Insert after “instalment” in line eleven
the words “or Lhe part thereof.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
largely eonsequential. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agveed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—STATE SAVINGS BANK ACI]
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. I. Collier—Boul
der) [6.27] in wmoving the second reading
said: As in many other Bills, some of th
amendinents in thix measure are really of
but minor importance.

.Hon. G. Taylor: You are doing a lot o
repair work this session.

The PREMIER: Well, with the passing
of the years Acts become obsolete and hawv
to be amended. In our State Savings Banl
Act there are sections dealing with the ol
days of the Post Ofice Savings Bank. Thes
provisions liave become entirely obsolet
with the establishment of the Commonwealt]
Savings Bank. This Bill deals with amend
ments of the Snvings Bank .\ct, and alw
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with the estublishment of a rural bank de-
partmeni of the State bavings Sank.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : I hope you will
have a bit of cash in i, but at present it
<does not look promising.

The PREMIER : 1 think we shall be able
to raise the cash if necessary. But in the
tirst place I think the publie will rush it
with deposits, and so money will be available
from that source.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: 1f they did, it
would be the worst thing that ¢ould happen
at the present juncture.

The PREMIER: 1 scarcely think people
would place money on deposit in any bank
if they had use for it in industry or in
any other direction. ln the Bill provision
is made that the Treasurer in office at the
time shall be a body corporate, and the assets
and liabilities of the bank shall be invested
in the bank as incorporated. One of the
principal amendments deals with the ap-
pointwent of a hoard; that is to say, the
bank jis to be administered by a board of
direetors. ‘[hat is a pnew provision and is
introduced because the work of the bank
will be considerably widened if the rural
bank department is established. In any case
J think it advisable that a hank should be
adminisiered by a board of directers or by
commissioners. [ think I am speaking truly
when I say there is not in Australia a sav-
ings bank not administered by commis-
sioners or by a board of directors, even
thongh that bank caries on savings bank
business exelusively. The board shall con-
sist of the Under Treasurer for the bHime
being, as chairman, and two other persons
appointed by the Governor-in-Couneil, The
fee to he drgwn by the members of the board
will also be fixed by the Governor-in-Couneil.

Mr. Latham: Will they be life appoint-
ments?

The PREMIER: No. It 18 not desirable
ta appoint anyone for life to suek a position,

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: They will have
{o be very carefully seleeted. You will not
be able to take anyone.

The PREMIER: Of course. Tn the ecase
of positions of importance, the persons ap-
pointed must be carefully seleeted. The sne-
cess or failure of a bank, railwoys. or any
other concern, depends upon the ealibre of
the men who are direefing operations. We
know that from experience. The buciness
of the bank will he divided into two separate
departments. There will be the savings bank
and the roral bank.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Truly rural.
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The PREMIER: That rolls easily off ihe
tongue. The transactions and accounts re-
lating to each department are to be kept
separate from those relating to the other
department. 1t will be agreed that is a neces-
sary provision. The Bill provides for the
use of the funds in a joint eapacity during
the month, but an adjustment shall be mude
at the end of each month. The officers of
the bank will be permitted to carry on the
duties of the two departments econjointly,
and there will he an apporiionment ot the
charges as between the savings bank and
the rural bank. For the noment [ am not
dealing with the rural bank clauses. The
savings bank may make advances to de-
positors by way ot loan or overdraft.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That has been
done for some time,

The PREMIER: There has been no au-
thority to do it unnder the Aet, although we
have over a million pounds on fived deposit.
In respect to other Acts, things have been
done that have been found necessary and
wdvisable to do, although they have not been
in striet conformity with the Acts concerned.
We lose many clients beeaunse people eannot
et temporary accommodation from ns. We
can only advance on mortgage, and consider-
able delay ensues in the preparation of docu-
ments in transactions of that kind. The
Bill alse provides for the iuvestment of
savings bank money in Commonwealth secur-
ities, The old section dealing with invest-
ments does not provide that, The Bill tur-
ther provides that the savings bank may
invest its funds in debentures to he issued
by the new rwral bank department. That
is another divection whereby the rural bank
Jepartmeni will ohtain funds.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
wet much out of that now.

The PREMIER: No. It is proposed also
{0 increase ‘the limit of advances from
©5,000 to £10,000. This provisien will pro-
hably not often be taken advantage of, but
it will be within the judgment of the board
to do so.

Mr. Latham: The board will see to that.

The PREMIER: We have found in re-
eent vears that friendly societies, in the
crection of buildings, do most of their bnsi-
ness with the savings bank. In manwv cases
they desire loans in excess of £3,000, but
nnder the Act have not been able to get
them. Tt is desirable we should retain tha*
bnsiness. Beecause of their membershin
throughout the State, they are a good adver-

You will not
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tising medinm for the bank and good for the
business of the bank.

Mr. Angelo: You cannot call that n rural
bank,

The PREMIER: These are the amend-
ments dealing with the Savings Pank Act. 1
have not yet come to the rural bank. The
clauses dealing with the rural- bank are
found in Part IV, Nos. 7 to 22, All are
new. lt will be seen that the savings bank
is empowered to carry on a rural bank
department. The purposes for which the
bank would earry on business are specified
in one of these clauses. For the information
of members I will read it. The bank may-—

ERe¢eive money on deposit for a fixed *o1m,
and pay interest thereon; receive deposiis to
be inseribed as ‘‘deposit stock’’ repayable on
notice as prescribed and pay interest thereom;
accept money on current account to be oper-
ated on by cheques; discount hills, drafty und

Government securities; issue bills and drafts
and grant letters of credit; borrow money

Mr. Latham: That is the prineipal thing
it will have to do.

The PREMIER: This will he dene by the
issue of debentures. Furthermore, it may—

Make advances by way of loan, sud grunt
overdrafts payable on demand to agrieultural,
pastoral, rural or primary producers, or to
persons carrying on indusiries immediately as-
sociated with rural pursuits, on the security
of land, crops, wool, stock, plant or wachinery
personal security, guarantees by co-operative
gocietieg or associations, promissory notes, bills
of exchange, or other securities approved by
the bank: do anything incidental to ary of ita
powers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: In faet, general
banking.

The PREMIER: Yes, with exceptions.
Associated banks have no restrictions what-
cver. They do business with anyone in any
phase of industey. This clanse vestriets the
operations of the rural bank to rural or
primary producers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
carry on industry.

The PREMIER: The advances are re-
stricted to those who earry on industries.
This falls very far short of the seope of
general banking as carried out by the Asso-
ciated Banks. ’

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt covers a lot
of the ground.

The PREMIER : I thiuk there is consider-
able limitation as compared with the activi-
ties of a private bank.

Mr. Latham: Would this cover country
storekeepers?

To those who
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The PREMIER: 1 do not think they
could be said to be carrying on an industry
associated with primary production.

Mr. Latham: But they buy wheat and
that sort of thing.

The PREMIER: The buying of wheat is
not an industry. They are noi producers,
and wounld not come within the definition.
The same thing would apply to a black-
smith. 1f that were so, the definition could
be extended to an unlimited extent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: To motor cars.

The PREMIER: To the motor car agent
und all other peopie. These are the powers
with regard to lending. No limitation or
restriction is placed upon deposits. Anyoue
may deposit money with the bank, as is done
with any other bank.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
worry about that part of it.

The PREMIER: If we have regard to
the manner in which the Commonwealth
Bank has progressed, it will be found there
is a decrided tendency on the part of the
publie to invest in Government banks.

Mr. Latham: If we had nower to get
out a note issue it would be all right.

The PREMIER: These powers are simi-
lar to those given to the rural bank depart-
ment in New South Wales and Vietoria. We
are not launching out in any experiment with
regard {o Government banking. As a matter
of fact, the clauses dealing with the rural
bank are taken almost entirely from the
New Sounth Wales legislation, and partly
from the Victorian. The New South Wales
sections are much wider than those of Vie-
toria, and of a leter date. This is not
general banking such as is done by associated
banks. .

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Will overdrafts
be given to members of Parliament?

The PREMIER: T am afraid not,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: What about
secrecy 7

The PREMIER: 1 think there are see-
1ions in the existing Act dealing with secrecy.
If not, it will be necessary to insert some-
thing in this Bill. T will look into the
natter.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Tou wonld get
no business if there were no such provisions.

The PREMIER: If it is in the existing
Act it will cover the position. The point 1s
worthy of consideration. The Bill provides
that the State gnarantees all moneys used by
the rurs]l bank, just as is the ease with the
savings bauk.

You need not
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Mr. Latham: WWhen you deposit your
woney with the savings bank you do not
need fo specify in which department you are
hanking it.

The PREMIER: Not at all. The money
will be pooled, as it were, and adjustments
made monthly,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are not
going to pay interest on deposits in the
rural bank, are you?

The PREMIER: Yes, of course.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : At savings bank
1ates?

The PREMIER : In the usual way.

bion. 8ir James Blitchell: You will have
the interest creeping up to about 10 per
cent,

The PREMIER: I think the interest will
be on the lines of private banks.

Ifon. Sir James Mitchell: No bank in the
world could pay it. Do you want to ruin
people engaged in the industry?

The PREMIER: I do not think it would
ne right to pay on a daily balance. As we
have given the power to the Savings Bank
tv invest in debentures, so is power given to
the rural bank department to issue deben-
treres and to alfix the common seal of the
Lank.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about
the limitation in the Finaucial Agreement?

The PREMIER: I do not think there is
wmnuch relationship between this Bill and the
Finnneial Agreement. The issue of deben-
tures iz the only means by which we can
raise the eapital required to carry on a rural
bank. The due payment of prineipal and
interest on the debentures will be a charge on
the securities of the bank, and provision is
made for a guarantee by the State for the
pavment of interest and principal in respect
to debentures issued by the rural bank.
There are several machinery clauses relating
to the issue and transfer of debentures that
o with any principle of this kind. Pro-
vision is made that the proceeds from the
* iwue of debentures shall be applied by the
tural bank department in pursuance of Part
IV. of the measure; that is to say, the pro-
ceeds of any debentures issued shall be ap-
plied exelnsively to the rural bank side of the
business and will have nothing to do with
the Savings Bank side. It is laid down that
loans shall be granted on first mortgage, ex-
cept only where a prior encumbrance exists
under the Wire and Wire Netting Act or
other statutory charges upon the land.

1479

Mr. Latham: You would not advance on
a second mortgage if the Agricultural Bank
held the first mortzage?

The PREMIER: The Agricultural Bank
has enongh trouble with the first mortgages,
witheat our taking a second mortgage under
this measure. I would be sorry if a farmer
could oblain accommodation in both ways.

My, Latham: They do obtain accommo-
dation from tke associated banks under
secohd mortgages.

The Minister for Lands: Only if the
security is good emough.

The PREMIER: I do not think the far-
mer gets accommodation anywhere unless
be has security, exeept perhaps when he
commenees on the land and then the secur-
ity is the work he carries onut. He does not
obtain a loan until he has done the work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Everybody
talks of the farmer as if he were a darned
pest.

The PREMIER: And regards him some-
what in the light of those things dealt
with under the Vermin Aect.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It is a rotten
attitude.

The PREMIER: I do not think anything
offensive to the farmer has been said.
There is a long clanse denling with the for-
feiture of Crown land securities and the
protedure necessary by the bank, The sane-
tion of the bank must be obtained before
any dealings can take place in land mort-
gaged to the bank. It is also provided that
the net profits earned by the rural hank in
any one year shall be placed to a reserve
fund for meeting losses or deficiences on the
department’s workings. As the Leader of
the Opposition knows, the profits from the
Savings Bank are paid to the Treasury, but
any net profit from the rural bank will be
paid into a reserve fund. The hon. member
smiles as if he thought there would be no
profit.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course not.

The PREMIFR: Anyhow, whatever net
profit there is will be paid to a reserve
fund and provision is made for the fund to
be invested. The Bill is easy to follow, It
eonsists of only 27 clauses, many of which
are formul. The prineipal provisions are
contained in Clauses 7 to 22 and deal with
the rural bank proposal. It muy be argued
that it is not necessary for the State to
enter upon such business, but I think all
whe have been engaged in rural porsuits
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for many years will agree that there is
room for a bank of this kind. In travelling
around the country distrieta I have fre-
quently been asked by agrienlturists and
other people to establish a bank of this
kind, in order that we might provide rural
credit when private banks will not do so.
Mr. Latham: I do not think they will
get all they expeet from this proposal.
The PREMIER: I am noi sure of that.
I do not think the hon. member has had
much opportunity as yet to study the Bill,
Mr. Latham: I have read it earefully.
The PREMIER: I am prepared to con-
sider any proposals the hon. member might
make to increase the soope of the bank.
The Government do not want to go so far
as to make it a general bank, byt insofar as
it is necessary to embrace all that is con-
nected with rural industries and their
actual development, I shall be prepared to
go & long way. The purpose of the Bill is
to assist to provide rural credit and enable
people engaged in agricultural pursuits to
do their banking through this institution,
I ¢think we shall be able to provide rural
credit when other baoks are disinclined to
do s0. Very often there is a tighltening up
by the private banks becanse of conditions
existing in other States. Although we may
have prosperous years and be doing good
commerical business, becanse of depressed
conditions in the Eastern States, where
every ene of our banks has its headquarters
—{there is no truly Western .Australian
Bank to-day—- and where they have their
general managers and directors and share-
holders, there is a conziderable eartailment
of ¢redit here hecause the money is re-
quired by the banks at headquarters. I
venture to say that a large number of pro-
ducers have found that to ba so, and they
have not been able to understand why cre-
dit has not been available to them, although
good seasons have been experienced in this
State. They have not looked beyond and
realised that it was due to the fact of our
banks heing controlled outside Western
Australia that the business done here
has heen halanced, as it were, with
the buosiness done in the Eastern States.
Consequently, in times snch as the pre-
sent, when there is a great (tighten-
ing of ecredit and when it is essen-
tial that primary producers should have
credit available to them, this bank should
be able to assist them, quite irrespective of
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what the private banks may be doing be-
cause of conditions existing beyond the
boundaries of the State.

Mr. Stubbs: It will not conflict with the
Apgrienltural Bank?

The PREMIER: It will not come into
touch with the Agricultural Bank in any
shape or form. The Agricultural Bank will
confinue in the future as in the past, but
the rural bank’s work will be supplementary
to the work of the Agricultural Bank., As
members are aware, the Agrieultural Bank,
in econjunction with the Industries Assist-
ance Board, has brought farmers out of a
difficult and struggling position to a state
of comparative independence. They have
been able to wipe off their indebtedness not
only to the Industries Assistance Board but
to the Agricultural Bank. We bave taken
the risk in bad days, and then have handed
over good clients as a going ¢oncern to the
associated banks. If such a man desires to
do his banking business with the State, he
should be able {0 do it. I eonsider that the
Agricultural Bank in itself ig incomplete un-
less we supplement it with some such insti-
tution as a rural bank. I am not wedded to
the scope of the Bill. If the measure can
be improved in Committee, so long as the
principte underlying the Bill is preserved, I
shall he glad to listen to any amendments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The main point
is, where is the money to come from?

The PREMIER : I do not think there will
be any difficelty in raising money by the
issue of debentures.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You do not
want to tike money that is already in use.

The PREMIER: If people were inelined
to withdraw their money from whatever
direetion it may be employed and take up
debentures in the rural bank, they would be
the class of people who would invest their
money in Commonwealth bonds and similar
securities. There is a class of investor who
prefers the gilt-edged security. Sueh inves-
tors, T should say, would put their money
into rural bank debentures, guaranteed by
the State just as Savings Bank money is
guaranteed, whereas otherwise they would
put it into Commonwealth or similar seeur-
ities. T agree that it is bad for the State
for people to withdraw their capital from
investment, or prevent its being put back in-
to indestry, If a person has £5,000 at his
command and puts it into the further de-
velopment of the agricultural or pastoral in-
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dustry, the State derives much better re-
snlts than it would do if the money were in-
vested in Government bonds.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is no
dounbt about that.

Mr. "Davy: Raising money in JAustralia
results in its being withdrawn from work
and invested with the Government.

The PREMIER: That was accentuated
during the war and since the war, because
the Commonwealth and the States have gone
on the Australian market as borrowers to a
large extent, and to that extent wmoney is
withdrawn from industries. Many people
are content to put their money into Govern-
ment stocks or bonds, and to sit down and
draw the intevest. On the other hand, it
would be much better for the country if
their money were put back into indnstries
that assist in the development of the State.
There would be a greater refurn to the
whole of the people than would he possible
if money were invested in Government stock,
and the Government had the spending of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yet vou are
proposing this legislation in order io get
people to invest their money in Government
debentures!

The PREMIER: I claim that we will not
encourage the diversion of money as sug-
gested. 1 say we will draw off money only
s0 far as it affects people who prefer to take
up such debentures. I do not think it will
affect money that would otherwise be used
for the development of industries. We may
divert some of the money that would other-
wise go into Commonwealth bonds or other
Government seeurities. Then again the
money lent to the State Savings Bank under
the Bill will assist the State in that it will
be devoted to the development of our agri-
eultural areas by means of loans to farmers
and others, and that will do more good for
the State than if the money were to be in-
vested in Commonwealih securities to be
spent elsewhere for other purposes. These
are the main features of the Bill, and I
move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.
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BILL—DRIED FRUITS ACT CONTINU-
ANCE,

Couneil’'s Amendment.

Amendment made by ithe Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

My, Lambert in the Chair; tke Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Delete the words ‘‘thirty-one®’
in the last line and insert “‘thirty-two.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bill sought to continue the operations
of the Dried Fruits Act from the 31st Mareh,
1930, to the 31st Mareh, 1931. The effect
of the Council’s amend is to extend it to
1932, thus providing for a two years’ ex-
tension instead of for 12 months only. I
gea no partieular objection to the Council’s
amendment.

Mr. Davy: You do not iufend to aceept
it! :
The MINISTER FOR AGR1CULTURE:
It merely extends the operations of the Aet
for another year.

Mr. Davy: That is 100 per eent. objection.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We can understand any member objecting to
the course suggested if he is opposed to the
Bill itself. As I pointed out during the sec-
ond reading stage, this is a controlling mea-
sure, and as such should have a period fixed
for its continuance. We are working in co-
operation with the Commonwealth and the
Eastern States in the control of dried fruits.
In New South Wales the Act is a continuons
one, whereas in other States a five-year
period is provided. Our measure would be
useless if we did not provide for the con-
tinuation of the legislation to bring us into
line with the Eastern States where the dried
fruits industry is carried on. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. DAVY: When the Legislative Couneil
sends down an amendment, we shounld give it
due consideration.

Mr. Sleeman: But not too much.

Mr. DAVY: We should grasp what they
are driving at. The Minister seems to have
a perfect Jove for amendments received from
another place. When amendments are moved
here, T do not say that he turns them down
with contemipt, beeanse ke is never rude, but
he does turn them down firmly. When
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amendments, often exactly similar, are re-
ceived from the Legislative Council, he
agrees to them with avidity. A few days
ago amendments received from the Council
were accepted readily and were welcomed by
the Minister. Some of them represented
gmendments that had actmally been moved
in this Chamber, hut the Minister would not
listen to them here.

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
all innocuous, and did not amount to any-
thing. .

Mr. DAVY: Then why did not the Min-
ister accept them bere?

The Minister for Agriculture: All that
they set out could have been done, and wounld
have been done, by way of regulations.

Mr. DAVY: That is not the point. The
amendments were moved in Committee here
and rejected firmly by the Minister. When
they were received from the Legislative
Council, he accepted them as being right and
proper. )

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Mr. DAVY: Then what is the matter? Is
the Minister afraid of himself? Does he re-
gard amendments moved in this Chamber as
traps®

Mr Sleeman: They are more likely to be
fraps when received from another place.

Mr. DAVY: T should imagine so.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must not reflect upen another place.

Mr. DAVY: That is so, and I do not wish
to reflect upon the members there. As the

result of our experience of each other, gained -

during the six years we have been together,
I should think we should be able to impose
a cerfain amount of trust in each other,
and give each other credit for sincerity,
even though we may be wrong at times, 1
take it the Government framed the Bill in
their wisdom and considered that the measure
was one that should not remain on the statute
book for all time, but should be reviewed
from year to year. Personally, I think it
should be looked into at once and then kicked
into the waste paper basket, to remain there
for the rest of the time Parliament exists in
Western Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture: We eould
noet do that,

Mr. DAVY: Although the Minister does
oot agree with me on that point, he shares
my distrust and dislike of the Aet sufficiently
to say that it shounld not be made permanent,
but should be reviewed from time to time,

{ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Agrienlture: I assure you
that the Eastern States Acts are for a longer
period than ours.

My DAVY: They do things in the East-
ern States that make me shudder!  Their
legislation is infinitely worse than I have ever
feared Western Australian legislation could
become! As we decided that the extension
of the Act should be for one year, I eannot
see any justification for accepting the amend-
ment from the Council.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do not
helieve in eontrol, but you would not like the
Eastern States to dump their fruit in West-
ern Australia!

Myr. DAVY: The measure will not have
the slightest effect on that. That is not the
object of the Bill. The point is that the Gov-
ernment decided that the Act was so dan-
gerous that it ought not to he on the statute-
book for more than one year at a time.

The Minister for Agriculture: It ought
not to be permanent.

Mr. DAVY: No, and the Government de-
cided that we should reconsider the matter
from year to year.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not think the
Government did anything of the sort. That
position was forced on them by the Legis-
lative Counneil.

Mr. DAVY: An any rate, the Government
asked Parliament this year to decide that the
Act should be continned for one year. Had
they thought it advisable to continme it for
fwo years, they would have legislated accord-
ingly. The amendment is one that should
not be accepted from a House of review. [
am surprised and pained that the Minister
should be so ready to aeceept it, and I shall
vote against it

Hon, W. D, JOHXNSOXN: I can under-
stand the member for West Perth heing
opposed to the extension of legislation of
thix kind, because we know from his ufter-
ances he is not deeply interested in the wel-
fare of the producers of this country,

Mr. Davy: That is a most unfair thing
to say! 1 am surprized at vom!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: T warn the hon.
member that he should be earaful in his
attacks upon the introducers of legislation
of this description.

Mr. Davy: I have not attacked anvone!
You are doing the attacking!

Hon. W. . JOHNSON : I am deing
s0 in the interests of the hon. member, aud
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I am endeavouring to save him from him-
self!

1ion. Siv James Mitchell : The member for
West Perth must be much obliged to you!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: 1 would remind
the hon. member of what happened to the
member for Perth in the House of Hepre-
senfn'ives who was disloyal to his party
regarding both his actions and his utterances.
In this particular instance, the legislation
arfecting  the dried frnits industry was
fathe-ed by the National Party th-ough the
Federal Governmenl. Therelore the hon.
member should be eareful when he launches
an attack on hix own party in respect of
legislation such as thet now hefore ws. The
Bill is requited because the Commonwealth
Government initiated such legislation to save
the producers from disaster. It was to pro-
tect returned soldiers who had taken up land
and were interested in viticulture,

Mr. Latham: And for the protection of
the people of the State.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I do not think
the Federal Government were much inter-
esled in the welfare of the settlers of this
State, but were influenced by the partons
position in which the settlers on the Murray
Flats in South Australia and, to an extent,
others in Victoria and New South Wales
found themselves, and they introduced legis-
Iation to enable them to render the assist-
ance required for the protection of the
struggling growers. That was useless unless
the Siates co-operated, and each State inter-
exted in viticulture extended that co-opera-
ion by passing the necessary legislation. In
this State the legislation introdueced was to
have been permanent but the limitation was
forced upon the Government by another
place. In intreducing the Bill now before us,
the Government no doubt thought they would
please the Council by eontinuing that limi-
tation and fixing the extended period to one
gear only, but in this instance the Couneil
have decided that the extension should be
for two years. There is a definite reason
for that, and it is a practieal proposition.
The board to administer the legislation is
elected for two years and surely it is merely
common sense to continue the operations of
the Act for a similar period! I am sorry
it is not heing extended for five vears. The
growers in this State were in a deplorahle
condition. They organised themselves with
a view to placing the marketing of their
products on a rcasonably profitahle hasis,
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but they failed. Since the boarl has heen
in control of the position, its efforls have
succeecdled and the dried freits have been
marketed on a basis that bas returned a
fair profit to the growers. The inembers of
the hoard have arranged the percentage of
exports by each producer, thus enabling the
balance to be markeled in Australia at
reasonahle priees.

&itting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: If we had not
an et such as this, the other States would
be able to exploit our local market, render-
ing the position of our producers abso-

Intely impossible; and that position is
bad enough wnow, without iter-state
competition. This legislation was intro-

duced here because of the passing of the
Conumenwealth legislation. The hoard have
been functioning, have appealed to the pro-
ducers and have heen re-elected by them.
Moreover, the producers in conference have
recently declared themselves unanimously in
favour of the Act. The dried fruits industry
has been matevially assisted by the board’s
operations, which have prevented disastrous
dumping. My only regret is that the Coun-
¢il have not made the period five or ten
vears. Control of the industry is essential, as
is proved by the almost world-wide adop-
tion of similar measures and deviees.

Mr. STUBBS: For various reasons [
support the Council’s amendment. Largely,
I am in aceord with the previous speaker’s
views. Co-operation is essential to the exist-
cnee of the dried fruits industry; but those
engaged in that industry should be warned
that there must be, as well as eo-operation,
4 system of marketing that will ensure our
fruit hearing inspection and passing muster.
Many of our growers have in the past placed
on the market fruit equal to that eoming
from California, and from the Mediterranean
countries, in which countries labour is cheap.
Assuredly T do not advocate cheap labour
for Australia. I regard cheap labour as
ineompatible with permanent prosperity.

Mr. Sampson: The Mexican lasbour em-
ployed in California’s fruit industry is low-
priced.

Mr. BTUBBS: XNo member is justified in
vating for the Bill unless he holds that Aus-
tralia can produce the article in a form ae-
ceptable to customers. Not long ago growers
produred to me fruit the taste of which
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was excellent, but which lacked bloom, and
appearance. That incident illustrates the
diffieulties encountered hy growers. It is in
the finishing touches some growers fuil. The
Commonwealth legislation proteets growers
sgainst themselves.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
making a nmice second reading speech, but his
remarks are not relevant to the question be-
fore the Chair.

Mr. BTUBBS: Let us give the men who
have returncd from the firing line a chance
to make good in the Swan Valley and else-
where. Let us try to keep within the State
the money thiz comuunity spends on dried
Fruits.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In veply
to the member for Guildford, we are not now
slealing with co-vperation, but with market-
ing. The Bill is well understood, a similar
measure having been passed morve than once.

The CHAIRMAN: T de not think the
amendment is well anderstood, in view of the
way members have been straying.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I shall
vither deal with the amendment or sit down.
The amendment means that the people of
this Staie shall for two years pay more for
dried fruits than people at Home will be
paying.

Hon. W. D. Jolinson: It is not the pro-
ducers you ave worrying about.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Nothing
like what this Bill proposes is done in Den-
mark, the home of .o-aperation, which sells
its products abroad. The Bill compels our
people to pay more for fruit in order that
the industry may survive. _

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That j= not all it
does.

Hon, Bir James MITCHELL: Abso-
Intely that is what the Bill does. We ave will-
ing that it should be done, but let us not de-
ceive the people. I do not believe in hum-
bugeing either the public or the producer.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Bill assists
the producer, and you do not like that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Lon.
member interjecting never in his life, I
believe, assisted anybody. I am perfectly
willing to do for the dried fruitz industry
what is done by Jegislation for the sugar in-
dustry and the buiter industry. 1 am not
averse to passing the amendment as it is;
1 know we are going to continue this method
of dealing with dried fruits for vears to
eome.
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The Minister for Agriculture: We have to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But I
want to be clear about what we are doing.
We ure asked to say this method of control
shall last for two years instead of one. We
can pass the amendment with advantage to
the taxpayers, if only to save the cost of
discussion.

Mr. LATHAM: T am glad the Minister
has agreed io aceept the amendment. I will
not huve it that another place has no right
to amend our legislation.

The CHAIRMAN: Their rights are not
Jisputed; the question is whether the period
shall be one year or two.

Mr. LATHAM: They have made a re-
commendation to this House.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, hut their rights
are not in question.

Mr. LATHAM: All 1 am sorry for is
that we have not masle it Lor a longer period,
When the original Act was introduced in
1926 the period then fixed was 1930, and
rince then this is the first tfime the Bill has
been before us. It must have been an over-
sight on the part of the Minister when he
fixed the extension for one year, I am sorry
it is not five years.

Mr. SAMI’SOXN: T feel that this Chamber
and the State owe a debt of gratitude to
Mr. Yelland, a member of another place,
for submitting the amendment to extend the
period.

The Premier; Wow you have settled it.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that the hon.
member did not go further. He conld have

- followed the very good example set by the

growers in Scuth Australia.

The Minister for Lands:
ample!

Mr. SAMPSON: I would like the han.
member to hear a portion of the text of a
petition presented to the Premier of South
Australia as recorded in the “Murray Pio-
neer”’—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Surely the
hon. member has been here long enough to
know that he cannot transgress the Stand-
inr Orders in this disgraceful manner. The
ruestion is whether the word “two” shall be
inserted instead of “one.”

The Premier: And econfine yourself to
Western Australia. .

Mr. SAMPSON: Yon are aware as well
as I am that any matter properly bearing
on this subject—

The CHATRMAN : I have ruled that what
the hon. member wants to quote has neo
hearing on the subject, directly or indirectly.

A rotten ex-
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1 do not know whether the hon. member has
read the Council’s amendment; if not, 1 will
read it to him.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 submit that the aetion
being taken in South Australia has a direet
bearing on this clause, and it is an aetion
we might well emulate. The amendment is
a further indication that organisation along
the lines of the measure is essential.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! That question
is not being disenssed. The bon. member
must confine the disenssion to the Councils
amendment; otherwise I shall not allow him
to proceed

Mr, SAMPSON: I am in favour of ex-
tending the period to 1932 beeause at this
Juncture it is impossible to secure an indefi-
nite extension. We had an opportunity the
other evening to note the inereasing popu-
larity that organisation in respect of market-
ing is receiving. We had an instance of it
in the Sandalwood Bill which was accepted
without opposition. Travelling in the other
States we find that the principle is also be-
ing ndopted. Orderly markefing versus
chaos can be properly brought into this.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
soon be in a state of chaos if he does not
speak to the amendment.

Mr, SAMPSON: I hope, Mr. Chairman,
vou are not saying that seriously.

The CHAIRMAN: I am saying it over-
zeriously, because I have already warned the
hon. member.

Mr. SAMPSON: T support the amend-
ment from another place. Tt is desirable
that the period should be longer if only be-
ecause our Notice Paper is flooded every
vear with Bills to re-enact statutes and which
very largely are formal measnres.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1t is remarkable the
right-about-turn taken by some hon. members
in this House. If we had a jam industry,
would they de for that what they are doing
for the dried fruits industry? The same
remarks can be made to apply to the manu-
facture of implements in the State.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: For one or two
years.

Mr, SLEEMANXN: One or two or five years,
or ever and ever, amen, if you like. When
a measure such as the Dried Fruits Bill is
bronght forward we are told it is our dnfy
to sopport it. T agree it is, but when it
eomes to other industries hon. members op-
posite forget all about them. T hope mem-
bhers will he a little more consistent when
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other Bills dealing with indusfries come up
for consideration.

Mr DAVY: I seem to be the only person
ubjecting to this. 1 remember when the Bill
was originally introduced, the member for
(uildford made an impassioned speech and
expressed great disappointment thai the
Minister for Lands submitted it somewhat
apologetically. He said he could not under-
otand why the Minister for Lands should be
apologetic becaunse he said it was a socialist
party in Parliament and this was a socialistic
measure. I remember, oo, the then member
for North-East Fremantle expressing amaze-
ment at any person claiming to be a socialist
thinking the Bill eould have the slightest re-
semblance to socialism. It is not socialism,
it is purely selfish syndiealism.

The CHAIRMAN: Not the slightest re-
semblance to the amendment proposed by
another place.

Mr. DAVY: What has not?

The CHAIRMAN: Your remarks.

Mr. DAVY: I stand corrected, but per-
laps T have been led slightly from the
straight and narrow path because of the
latitude allowed by you, Mr. Chairman, to
the member for Guildford. T shall continue
to protest againsi this form of legislation,
not because I am, opposed to the dried fruits
industry or the interests of the people in it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They wonld inter-
pret it the same way that I do.

Mr. DAVY: There might be some excuse
for them to do so, but there is no excuse
for the member for (uildford interpreting
it in any such way. For the member for
Guildford to pretend that because I oppose
this Bill T am opposed to the interests of
the persons engaged in the dried frmits in-
dustry is a greater piece of humbug than
the Wil as it is. [If an hon. member
cannot oppose a measure that purports to
be in the interests of eertain persons with-
out being accused of opposition to those per-
sons, free debate and honest expression of
opinion in this House will gradually vanish.
My opposition to the Bill and to the Coun-
cl’s amendment is that it eannot be any-
thing but in the worst interests of Western
Australia, that it is a piece of legalised ex-
tortion from the bulk of the people in fav-
our of one section of the people, who by this
measure are artificially Eept in the industrv
which, as the member for Swan has assmred
us, can never possibly stand on its own feet.
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Mr. Sampson: Not if the present ecomo-
mic situation continues,

Mr. DAVY: Sinee we can look forward
to ite continuance for many years to come,
apparenily those people can never hope to
run their industry economically. Am I to
be aceused of being opposed to those people
hecause I desire that they should get ount of
this industry and into sotnething they ean
earry on profitably and withont artificial as-
sistance? I said the other night, and the
member for Swan did not deny it,—

Mr. Sampson: While you are speaking
there is not much chance to deny anything
you say.

Mr. DAVY: When another member makes
an intelligent interjection, I pause.

The Premier: That is why youn never
pause.

Mr. DAVY : Well, if an hon. member locks
intelligent enough, I will pause,

The CHAIRMAN: Well, you look at the
Chairman,

Mr. DAVY: T object to being accused of
being hestile to individuals because I oppose
some Bill. Surely one is entitled to take
the view that this measure, evil if it is to be
continued for one vear, and doubly evil if
continued for two years, is not really in the
interests of the producers of dried fruits at
all.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then they do not
know what they are doing? They know
more than you do about this industry.

Mr. DAVY: I know nothing about it, but
1 do know that to keep a number of people
engaged in an industry by eompelling them
to join in the combine and charge the peo-
ple of Western Australia sufficient, not only
to pay for what the people of Western Aus-
tralin consume, but also to pay for over ten
times that quantity, which is exported abroad,
is the maddest kind of folly. I know, too,
that eventually, when all other industries are
iven the same protection, we shall get the
hideous crash we are bound to have if we
do not stop our folly. I am eonvinced that
this measure is bad for Western Australia
and particularly bad for the people engaged
in this industry.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message aceordingly transmitted to
the Counecil.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MOTION—ABORIGINES AOT.
T'o Disallow Regulation,

Debate resumed from the 30th October,
upon the following motion moved by Mr.
Coverley:

That this Ilouse disagrecs with amended
Regulation 13a under the Aborigines Act,
1805, laid upon the Table of the House on the

16th October, 1929; and that the regulation
Le hereby disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Hoo. H. Millington—Leederville) [8.8]:
The reguiation this motion seeks to disallow
gives power to the Chief Protector of Abo-
rigines to grant permits to take photographs
within an aborigines’ station or reserve. It
is conceded that it is necessary to have this
power, but the objection taken by the mer-
ber for Kimberley is that the power is vested
in the Chief Protector of Aborigines, not in
the Minister. OQur experience is that it is
very necessary to have such a regulation.
However, we do not disagree with the hon.
member, who suggests that it might be pfe-
ferable that the power should vest in
the Minister. Therefore, if the hon. member
is agreeable to let the regulation stand, we
will give an nndertaking that the regulation
shall be altered and that the power, instead
of heing vested in the Chief Protector of
Aborigines, shall be vested in the Minister.
If that will meet the objection of the hon.
member, I will give an undertaking that
the necessarv alterations shall be made in
the regulation.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8.10]: T under-
stand from the member for Kimberley that
already there is in the Aet sufficient power
to prevent anybody from going on to an
ahorizines’ veserve at all. If people are
pohibited hy law from going on to such
a reserve. I cannot see any necessity for
the regulation.

The Premie:: It may be desirable that
some people should he allowed lo tuke photo-
graphs, while others are not.

Mr. LATHAM : But already they are pro-
hibiied by law from going on to an abori-
zines' reserve.

The Premier: We do not wish to prohibit
some people from taking photographs, hut
others we do.

Mr. LATHAM: Evidently there is some
reason for this regulation, but the House is
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rot informed as to what that reason is.
Until we hear something further than we
have heard from the Minister for .\gricul-
fure, I will support the motion to disallow
the regulution. It is a vielalion of the law
for anybody t{o go on to an aborigines’
reserve, so the Minister has not the power
to grant permission to anyhbody io enter
upon such a reserve. The only wuy out ]
can see is that a person wishing to take a
photograph should stand outside the reserve
te take his picture.

The Minister for Works: There are picket
fences all around these aborigines’ reserves.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course the Minister
knows all about it, and I would not contra-
diet him. .

Hon, Sir James Mitchell : The whole thing
i~ against the Aect.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. I do not
know where Ministers get the power to allow
persons to go on to natives' reserves, and
consequently I do not see how permission
¢an be granted to anybody te take photo-
graphs on sueh reserves. Of course the
ohject of the regulation may be to prevent
the servants of the State engaged on those
veserves from taking photographs without
the consent of the Minister. I do net know
what the object rveally is.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And I do not
know what attraction the photographer can
find.

Mr. LATHAM: We are asked to deal
with a regulation we know nothing about,
and 1 think the Minister for Agricultwre
might have made it clear why the regulation
was Lramed, and why power should be vesied
in the Minister to override the law,

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley—in reply)
[g&‘&'] : My object in moving the motion was
to have vested in the Minister the power
which, under the regulation, i= to be vested
in the Chief Protector of Aborigines. On
the assurance of the Minister for Agricnl-
ture that the regulation will be so altered
as to vest the power in the Minister, hy
leave of the House T will withdraw the
motion.

Leave refused.

Motion put and negatived.
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MOTION—MAIN ROADS BOARD.
Contributory Local Authorities.

Debate resumed from the 30th October
opon the following motion moved by Mr.
Griffiths :—

That a return be laid upon the Table of the
House showing—(a) The names of cach l.eal
authority that is to contribute 2234 per wont.
of it3 license revenuc to the Main Roads Board.
{b) The amount of unimproved land values in
cach local authority’s area. (e¢) The amount
of license revenue each receives from vehicular
sourves. (d) The value of propossd main road
work in each area.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle) [814]: I
think I understand just what is desived by
the mover of the motion, although certainly
it is not clearly stated. In paragraph (a)
the hon. member desires the names of each
local authority that is to contribute 2214
per cent. of its license revenue to the main
roads fund. It is not stated under what law
or regulation, or proposal, that 22%% per
cent. is fo be contribnted. It says “is to
contribute fo the Main Roads Board.” How
and when?

Mr. Latham: That is implied in the legis- *
lation we bave passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no law to say that any local anthority has
to contribute 2214 per cent. No Act has been
passed to that effect. This motion does nol
say under what provision this comes, whether
it is a suggested law, an Aect, a regulation, a
proposal, or what it is.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It passed this
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
not the law of the country.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
motion does not say to what this applies. The
first point I make against the motion is that
it does pot indicate, if I have o get out a
return showing the 2234 per cent., under
what law, regulation, or proposal I sm to
examine the whole question. Under what
law, regulation, or detision am I to compile
a return regarding the 2214 per cent.? There
is nothing to guide the department as to what
is intended.

Mr. Latham: You know what is meant.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
mover should have told the House what he
meant,

It is
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Mr. Latham: Tbere is no need for a ser-
mon.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Such a
thing as this should not have been brought
before Parliament. It does not indicate
what is in the mind of the mover. The sec-
ond point is that there is no decision of Par-
liament on the subject. A Bill is before
another place and there is no telling whether
it will becomme law or not. The work set out
in this proposal is pretty considerable, and
it appears to me it would be wrong to incur
the expense and take.up the time of the de-
partment in compiling the information for
something which may never become the law
of the land. It is a waste of money. The
information may not be of use 4o anyone if
the Bill fails to pass. In (b) it says, “the
amount of unimproved land values in each
local authority area.” Whose valuet

Mr. Latham: That 1s easy to obtain.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Is it?
T know of at least two different valuations,
namely the local road board valuations, and
the State land tax vainations. Which one
does he want?

Mr. Latham: The one you are taking,
the department’s,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Which
department?

My, Latham: The Taxation Depariment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How
does the hon. membher know that?

Mr. Latham: I know they take the valna-
tion of the department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The hon.
member does not know what will be done by
the department. Here is a motton which
says that the mnimproved land value is re-
quired. The local authorities place their own
valuations upon land, and the Taxation De-
partment put on a separate valuation. This
motion does not say whether it is the loeal
anthority’s valuation, the Taxation Depart-
ment’s valuation, or someone else’s.

The Premier: Or the farmer’s valuation,
which is a very low one.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is nothing to set ont exactly what is intended.

Mr, Latham: You are only stone-walling.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I want
to show how ridieulous it is to put up a pro-
position framed as this is, and elaim for it
the serious consideration of Parliament. It
would also put the department to time,
trouble and expense at the cost of the tax-
payer to get information which may not

[ASSEMBLY.]

be needed. The question is put up in a vague
and ambiguous manner. It may mean 100
different, things. We do not know what it
means. In (c) the motion says, “the amount
of license revenue each receives from vehicu-
lar sources.” To get that information the
department would have to communicate with
every local governing hody and ask for the
information. If the hon. member wants that
be should do it himself,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
got it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
should not be obtained by officers of the
Public Service. We have not got the infor-
mation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yon hrought
it to the House and told us how murh you
would get inder the system.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I com-
piled figures for certain vears in order to
get information for the Bill I introduced.
I got this by writing specially for it. The
motion does not say for what year the in-
formation is requirved, whether it be for the
10 years past, for 10 years hence, or for
this or last year. How am I to know? This
does not tell me what is wanted. It does
not say what period is covered. The way
the motion is framed is absolutely ridien-
lous. If the hon. member wants informa-
tion at the expense of the taxpayers, it is
his job to write for it himself. 1n {(d) the
motion says, ‘‘the value of proposed main
road work in each area,”” The value of
what work? Does the hon. member mean
the value of the work which has heen done
since the scheme started, or the value of
the work done in any year, or of that which
is likely to be done for 10, 20 or 30 years?®
Have you, Sir, in all your experience, seen
a proposition put up to Parliament so
meaningless and so impossible to answer
and deal with as this motion?

The Premier: It must mean the value
for the next lem yeavs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To take
up the time of the House in bringing for-
ward a proposition such as this is an sbuse
of the privileres of Parliament.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is an
ahuse of Parliamentary privilege.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Instead
of agreeing that officers of the service
should devote their time to compiling this
information, it would he better if we pasced
a vote of censure on the hon. member for
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taking up the time of the House by sub-
nitting such a meaningless, vague and
tapossible proposition.

Mr, Latham: We will extend it to you for
your services.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
louse would be wrong to direct that this
information should be obtained. It is im-
possible for"any person fo know whal is
intended by the motion. If I set the staff
of the department to answer these ques-
tions they might look at them from a hun-
dred different aspects, and then be nnable
to satisfy the hon. member.

The Premier: And the election would be
over before we got the information,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would
eost a considerable sum of money to get,
and would mean s waste of valuable time
on the part of officers, who could spend it
in a very much better way. Although the
motion does not say so, I suppose it refers
to the Bill now before another place. That
may never become law, and the informa-
tion may never be of any valne to anyone.
It is a waste of time and money to com-
pile it. I doubt if anyone could under-
stand the motion, or conld say what infor-
mation is really required to answer the
1{Juestions asked.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.23]: It is not the fault of the
mover that the Minister does not understand
the question. He does not want to under-
stand it. It is quite clear that the hon. mem-
ber wishes to get the names of each local
authority who will contiibute the 221, per
cent, from their license reveune, if the Bill
hefore another place becomes taw. The Min-
ister should give the fullest infornation on
the point. He has told the [ause what he
will eolleet.

The Minister for Works: If T have told
the House, why is a return asked for?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The sum
has been published. The Minister must have
made it up by getting the names of the
local anthorities who would contfribute that
amount of license fees. It wonld be easy
to give the House the information. I hope
members will not be inflnenced by the Min-
ister’s way of dealing with the guestion, and,
in the interests of their own local author-
ities, will insist on the information being
supplied. It will not cost anythinz to earry
ont the terms of the motion. TIf it did cost
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o lot of money, the Minister might well ask
the House to panse before passing the mo-
tion.  Alrveady the Minister has sufficient
information at his disposal to satisfy mem-
hers, With regard to the unimproved land
value, no doubt it wounld eaunse considerable
trouble to get the information, bhecause the
Minister has not dealt with that side of the
question, He could give us all the informa-
tion about license fees if he cared to. The
motion asks the value of the proposed main
road work each year. The hon. member
means the amount of money to be spent.

The Minister for Works: Which year or
for which period? How ean vou place a
value on the work?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister eannot place a value on the work, but
can show the amount it is proposed to spend.

The Minister for Works : The motion does
not say that.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member may have made a mistake.

The Premier: How do you know that? He
may have meant what he says.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I agree
that the Minister cannot set any value on
the work done, but he can say the amount
to be expended.

The Minister for Works: The work done
may be worth thousands more than was
spent,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member wants to know what it is proposed
to spend. We ought to be careful about
the expenditure of these moneys. We were
not careful when we appointed a man re-
cently at a cost of £700 or £800 s year.

The Minister for Works: I showed that
this would mean a saving of money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It will
not mean that. It was wrong to make the
appointment. The Premier has to-day
asked us to agree to amend certain
Bills dealing with the Civil Service.
Appointments snch as  this, should be
brouzht under the Aet, so that money
can be saved to the Main Roads Board
and other departments. Money is being
wasted by the appointment T have just
referred to. I want to know the name of
the official concerned. I understand that
£3,000 more was given for certain material
by reason of the lowest tender, put in by a
satisfactory firm, not being accepted. That
its a lot of money. T will move to-morrow
for the production of the papers. The Min.
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ister has certainly explained the mafter in
his own way,

The Minister for Works: Move for the
papers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I will,
If we have thousands to give away in this
fashion, there should be no guestion about
giving the House this information to en-
able us to do our work properly.

Mr. Withers: You would not ask for in-
formation pending something happening.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The ses-
«jon will be over hy the time the Bill is
paseed, and we shall never have an oppot-
tunity to deal with the matter. The hon.
member wants the information the Minister
used when he introduced the Rill.

The Minister for Works: Then why does
he want a return now?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister said so much would be collected on the
basis of 2214 per cent. and so on. The hon.
member now wants the names of the boards
which will contribute 22%% per cent. The
Minister must have the information; so we
are not asking for much expenditare in eon-
pection with the return.

The Minister for Works: How can you
say what he wants? You cannot interpret
that motion.

The Premier: It is difficult to justify the
hon. member's arguments.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why do
the Government want to avoid giving the
information? What is behind their refusal?
Why this langhter "from the Qovernment
side? Has this question been discussed by
caucus, and has it been decided that the
hon. member shall not be given the informa-
tion? Of course that is the position. They
arve afraid to give the hon. member the
information—afraid that the hoards will
know how they are to be treated.

Ar. Withers interjected.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The road
boards in the Bunbury electorate will want
to know this information, but the member
for Bunbury says they are not to know.
There is a nigger in the woodpile. Mem-
bers opposite are blind followers of the
Government and must support them. T sup-
pose every one of them represents a road
board, and I hope the road boards will re-
member that they deecided that information
dealing with business of the ecountry was not
to he made available to them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: You will try
hard,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t is
scandalous that we should have to stand here
and tear up a speech delivered by the Min-
ister. Fancy the Minister talking to a mem-
ber on this side of the House as he has done!
It is not that he cannot give the information;
it is that he does not wish to give it, and
perhaps in a way he is wise. Members op-
posite may smile and vote with the Minis-
ter, but they will have to vote on this yues-
tion.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8.32]: I regret
that the Minister has not viewed the
matter differenily, Ile must realise that
members on this side of the House have a
perfact right to ask for information. They
represent an intelligent body of electors, just
as do members opposite. I am sure mem-
bers on the Government side would not like
to be treated in this way. It may be that
the member for Avon has not been quite de-
finite enough in framing this motion, but
without douht his intentions arc perfectly
clear. 1 have not diseussed the matter with
bim buf I guarantee that I can interpret his
wishes.

Mr. Withers: Did he uot speak on the
vecond reading of the Bill?

Mr. LATHAX : We are not diseussing the
Biil.

AMr. Withers: The Bill has not yet become
law.

Mr. LATHAM: I am discussing the mo-
tion of the member for Avon, who has asked
For certain information that is of vital inter-
cst to the loeal governing bodies in his
electorate, of which there are several. I am
sorry the Minister has not agreed to give
the information. T know there eannot be
any ereat difficulty in obtaining answers to
the first two requests,

The Minister for Works: Take the second,
what values does he mean?

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. membér meant
the Taxatinn Department’s valnations.

The Premier: How do you know that if
von have not consulted him?

Mr. TATHAM: I am interpreting his ve-
nnest.

The Minister for Works: I am interpret-
ing it quite differently.

Mr. LATHAM: I know the Minister well
enough to be sure that he could take an
intellizent view of the question.
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The Minister for Works: Would it not
be just as intelligent to take the local gov-
ernment valuations?

My, LATHAM: The Minister knows that
in nearly every instance the valuations of
the Taxation Department have been accepted
by the local authority.

The Minister for Works: I know nothing
of the sort; in fact I know the contrary.

Mr, LATHAM: The Minister is not ¢on-
irolling local governing hodies at present.

The Minisfer for Works: [ know that
stutement is quite wrong.

Mr, LATHAM: A great many of the local
authorities have adopted the Taxation De-
partment’s valuations.

The Minister for Works: Quite a few,

Mr, LATHAM: A great many of them.
All of them have not, because the whole of
the valuations have not been completed.

The Minister for Works: Which
would you take?

Mr. LATHAM: T think T am interpreting
the hon, member’s intentions when I say he
desired the Taxation Department’s valna-
tions,

The Minister for Works: And you youx-
self say they have not yet heen completed.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member really
had no need to ask that question, because
he eould have obtained the information from
the annual report of the Taxaiion Depart-
ment. As regards the amount of license reve-
nue each loeal anthority receives from vehi-
enlar sources, there is no doubt the Minister
had those figures when he introduced the
Bill.

The Minister for Works:
year?

Mr. LATHAM: The current year.

The Minister for Works: I have not got.
them.

Mr. LATHAM: Well, for last year.

The Minister for Works: I had to write
gpecifically in order to get them.

Mr. LATHAM: I know the Minister has
them.

The Premier: How do yvou know the hon.
member wanted the figures for last year?
The motion does not say so.

Mr. LATHAM: T am interpreting the
motion,

The Premier: Yon may be entirely wrong.

Mr. LATHAM: I may be, but T do not
think I am.

The Premier: How were the Government
to know what the hon, member meant?

My, LATHAM: T am not woing to be led
astray in that way.

one

But for what
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The Premier: There is no leading astray
shout it.

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier is as capable
of judging the hon. member’s intentions as
I am. There was no need to deliver a ser-
raon on the shorteomings of the hon, gentle-
man in his method of putting up questions.
We ean frame questions only so far as our
capabilities permit ns. The Minister might
at leust have said that be would like the
motion amended to make more clear the in-
tention of the hon. member.

The Premier: It would not bhave been
agreed to hy the House.

Mr LATHAM: 1 would not mind that,
but T do objeet to Ministers delivering ser-
mons to members,

The Premier: The Minister is entitled to
gpeak in any manner he likes,

Mr. LATHAM: Buat I object to it.

The Premier: You can object.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister wonld not
like us to treat him in that way.

The Premier: 1 have known inore objec-
tionable things to be done by the hon, mem-
her, who gave his word and ran away from
it the next day.

Mr. LATHAM: I know very well that I
did not do so.

The Premier: Broke your word the next
day.
Mr. LATHAM: I did not, and I defy the
Premier to say that I ever did so.

The Premier: You did it on the franchise
Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: T did not. I did not give
pn underteking to support the third reading
of that Bill, T stood to what T undertook
to do.

The Premier: I know what you undertook.

Mr. LATHAM: And T stood to my under-
taking,

The Premier: You did not.

Mr. LATHAM: T know what T undertook.
to do.

Hou. G, Taylor: You erred on the second
reading,

Mr. LATHAM: T voted on the seecond
veading and I also voted » second time that
day, but I did not give an wndertaking re-
rarding the third reading. I have never
given an undertaking and run away from it,
and I hope that so long as I am here I shall
never do so. Conseguently we have settled
that point.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1t is not too clear vet.

Mr. LATHAM: T think the Minister for
Works will realize that the member for Avon
is entitled to the information.
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The Minister for Works: How do you
interpret paragraph (d)?

Mr. LATHAM: I interpret it to mnean the
value of the work proposed for the year.

The Minister for Works: Which year?

Mr. LATHAM: The current year.

The Minister for Works: The work that
it is proposed to do this year and three or
four months of the year have gone? I do
pot kEnow what it means,

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister might have
considered that it covered the five or gix
years’ work.

The Minister for Works: I would say it
covered the full fen years' pertod.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not know whether
the Minister has a schedule of works for the
ten years, but 1 know the local authorities
were asked to forward recommendations for
a period of years ahead. Suppese the hon.
member did not make himself quite elear, it
would not have been diffienlt to ask him to
amend his motion so that it would he under-
stoed. There is a better way of doing it
than that adopted by the Minister. I am
sorry the Minister has not agreed to supply
the information.

Mr. Withers: Have another second read-
ing speech on a Bill already passed by the
House!

Mr. LATHAM: It i not a secend reading
speech. The motion could have been
amended to make quite ctear the hon. mem-
ber’s intention.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [842]: I pro-
pose to support the hon. member in asking
for this informalien. [ ain dizanpointed at
the attitude adopted by the Minister for
Works and the Premicr. Tle intention of the
hon. member can easily he determined.

The PPremier: We eannot he expected to
he mind readers.

Mre. SAMPSON: Tt is a question not of
being mind readers, but of answering ques-
tions, Some particnlars are annually sab-
mitted to the departments.

The Premier: If they are, why not get
them from the reports?

Mr. SAMPSON: It would take a good
deal of dissecting to arrive at the informa-
tion.

The Minister for Works: Which one is
annually submitted to the department? Not
one of them,

Mr. SAMPSON: The information asked
for in paragraph (b). While those figures
are given in the local govemment returug,
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they are not shown separately, and some dis-
section would be required. How could the
hon. member dissect the figurea? -

The Minister for Works: Why not take
the returns of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion? How do I know which return was
meant?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister should
have done what [ would have done in the
circumstiances.

The Minisfer for Works: I do not think
there is much chance of fhat.

Mr. SAMPSON: T think the Minister
should have taken the retwrn relating to the
partieular department or branch referred to.
There is no one of whom I would ask a
question with greater confidence of getting
the vight answer in certain ecireumstances
thau the VPremier.

Flon. G. Taylor: That will bring him.

Mr. SAMPSON: Especially if the gues-
tion were snbmitted in a respectful way.
That has heen done. The motion was re-
ceived by vou, Mr., Speaker, and no objec-
tion was raised hy the Minister at the time.
Later on the Minister gave it consideration
and said, “I am not going to take this
motion; T shall puat it back on to the mem-
her for Avon and pour ridicule on his head.”
That was very painful.

The Minister for Works:
very kind.

A, SAMPSOXN: Cruel only to be kind,
maybe, but not altogether kind. From this
question

The Premier: An absurd, electioneering
question brought forward every day! I am
tived of them.

Mr. SAMPSOX: From this question
there mav he derived some information that
will be heipful not only to the member for
Avon hut to others whe arve destrous of know-
ing the names of the local authorities whe
are to contribute the 2215 per cent.

The Premier: Contrihuting 2214 per
eent of what?

Mr. SAMPSON: Of the traffie fees.

I think I was

The Premier: To whom?
Mr. SAMPSON: To the Main Roads
Raard.

AMr. Withers: Under wlich Act?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier knows this
matter so well that he realises the position.
It was, comparatively speaking, enly yester-
dav that we were diseussing it. and the po-
sition is fresh in the minds of hon. mem-
bers. Tt is a matter of paramount import-
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ance to members interested in road work,
to secure this information. We should
applaud the hon. member’s industry and

activity in secking to obtain the in-
formation indicated in the motion. In
other circumstances, this would be a

virlue; now it seems fo be a crime! The
spectacle of the Minister for Works acknow-
Jedging that he could not understand what
was meant by the series of questions, is
likely to damage his reputation. With a
good deal of confidence, I could say there
is not one of the questions to which the
Minister could not give an approximately
correct answer without reference to his de-
partment. The Minister hag the payments
fairly well tabulated in his mind now, for
he was the chairman of the select committee
that dealt with this matter. Notwithstanding
what has been said, I hope the information
will be forthecoming. With yonr persuasive
eloquence, Mr, Speaker; I am sure yon
wou'd be able to induce the Minister to fur-
nish it.

The Minister for Works: You are pay-
ing a great compliment to the Speaker.

Mr. Chesson: You must have kissed the
Blarney stone.

Mr. SAMPSON: I support the motion,
and hope the House will agree to it.

MR. H. A. GRIFFITHS (Avon—in re-
ply) [B.48]: The Minister for Works was
pleased to be facetious—I will put it that
way. When I was giving evidence before
the seleet committee, of which the Minister
was chairman, the faect was mentioned that
the Kellerberrin people wanted the petrol
tax. The Minister, in his usval courteous
way, said to me, “Do you not know that the
petrol tax is ultra vires; it is out?’’ I
replied that I had been in the country for
some time. He replied facetiously, ‘* Where
have you been for the last nine months$’’

The Minister for Works: The last two
vears!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: At any rate, it was
nine months that you mentioned then.

The Minister for Works: Away in the
conntry for two days, and did not kpow
what had happened during two years!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Think of the hum-
orous nature of this Minister. Only a

night or two before that he had told the
House that the petrol tax was likely fo be
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revived in South Australia, and that is
what I referved to. The Minister knew that,
buot he tried to throw ridiecule on what I
had to say, as he always aifempts to do
here.

The Minister for Works: Absent in the
conntry for two days, and did not kmow
what had happened during two years)

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There he gues! That
is a sample of what the Minister always
does. He gives half truths. In this instance
the petrol tax was likely to be revived in
South Australia and he told the House that
he was watching the position with a great
deal of 1interest because we would take
steps in this State if possible. That is what
I alluded to, and that demonstrates the
sarcasm indulged in by the Minister. You,
Mr. Minister, know what I want just as
well as I do.

The Minister for Works:
mind-reader.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: You know very well
what the question means.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair, not the Min-
ister.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minisler knows
what the 2235 per cent. refers to. His smnke-
sereen does not eut any ice with me. T
told him that if it would mean a lot of
expense to compile the return, I would nof
press for it. There was no need for the
Minister for Works, in his Mussolini styvle,
to rise and talk in the way he did. As to
the question relating to land values, the
idea in my mind was that the Taxation
Department would—

The Minister for Works: There you go;
you were wrong.

Mr. CRIFFITHS: The intention was
there all right, and it is all very well for

the Minister to thrown out his smoke-
sereen.

The Minister for Works: The member
for York says you were wrong.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister could
give some approximate idea because he has
the figures in his office.

The Minister for Works: I have not.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Then there was the

question regarding the value of the main
roads.

I am not a
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The Premier: That is a very clear ques-
tion! Absolutely easy to answer.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When the Minister
for Works says that £1,250,000 is to be
spent during the current year—

Mr. Sampson: Surely there must be a
schedule of works!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Of course. The ques-
tion is quite elear, and we should have the
informnation.

Hon. G. Taylor: You have not much
chance of gettiog it.

Mr. GRYFFITHS: No. I would not in-
sist upon the return if it meant expense,
but I object to the Minister making such
statements as he has this evening. T object
to him endeavouring to throw ridienle upon
a question that anyone with average brains
could grasp the meaning of.

The Minister for Works: There you go.
According to that the member for York
has not 2n average brain, beeause he mis-
understood the question,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The idiolie state-
ments of the Minister ¢ut no ice with me.
Many members on both sides of the House
would like to get the information. We
would like to know the intentions of the
Government regarding the expenditure of
£1,250,000, and how that work is to be dis-
tributed. We would like to know where
hig erowds of men will be sent.

Hon, G, Taylor: You will know all about
1t in March next.

Mr., Clydesdale: We will give you due
nolice

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I am not afraid; T
can keep up my end.

Mr. Angelo: Beware of the Ides of
Mareh!

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ay%.......-. J R &

Noes .. . oo vv v v ++ .. 18
" Majority against 6

- ATEN.

Mt Avgelo Sir James Mitchell
M: Doney Mr. Sampson

Mr. Ferguron Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Griffitbs” Mr. Taylor

Mr. Latham Mr. Teesdnle

Mr. Ligdeay Mr. North

(Teller,)
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NoEes.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lamond
Mr. Clydesdale | Mr. MeCallum
Mr, Collier ' Mr. Millington
Mr. Coverley I Mr. Rowe
«Mr, Cowan . Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Cunningham ' Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnsou Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy - Mr. Withera
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilsen
' (Teller.)
Pats,
ATRS. Noes,
Mr. Barnard Miza Holman
fr, Stubba Mr. Willcock
Mr. Browo Mr, Corboy
Mr. George AMr. Lutey

Question thus negatived.

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Iirst Reading.

On motion by the Premier, leave obtained
to introduce the Bill, which was read a first
time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [8.58] in moving the second read-
ing said: I desire to exzplain that the Bill
has been found necessary because of errors
in the desecriptions in the Schedule of the
Aect. - It was only when a commencement was
made on the rolls that the Chiof Electoral Oifi-
cer discovered the defects, and pointed ont
to the members of the Commission the diffi-
culties that had arisen. It was then found
by the Commissioners themselves that the
boundaries of some of the electoral districts,
as deseribed in the Schedule, were not as
they desired or intended them to be.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They must have
been pretty careless in their work.

The PREMIER: I would not say that.
In some instances it was merely a question
of the number of locations.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: That is guite
understandable.

The PREMIER: It will make no differ-
cnee to the boundaries, or at any rate not
mueh, escept in the matter of the number of
electors.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : There are several
like that.

The PREMIER: In others, it means some
slight alterations regarding the bonndaries
and affects a few of the electors, but not
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many, so far as I can understand. When
the matter was submitted to me, I asked that
it should be referred to the Commissioners
who framed the boundaries, for their coneur-
rence. Perbaps I can best explain the pur-
poses of the Bill by reading a statement by
the Burveyor General, one of the Commis-
sioners. The following is a minute addressed
to the Chairman of the Electoral Commis-
gion by Mr, Camm:—

(1) It appears that certain errors have oe-
curred in the techmical descriptions of {he
boundaries of tle electoral districts, as shown
in our report, which affect the ac¢tual working
of the Aet, and do not econvey the rcal inten-
tions of the Commissioners. (2) Those ervors
are as shown in attached minute from the
Chief Draftsman, Lands Departmert, dated
30-10-29. (3) It is also found that the boun-
dary between the Leederville and Mt. Haw-
thorn cleciorates, although eorrectly described,
passes through the centre of the Home of the
Good Shepherd, It is suggested that for ob-
vious rezsons the boundary should be amended.
((4) The boundary between Subiaco and Mt.
Hawthorn electorates alsc passes threugh the
St. John of God Hospital, and the boundnry
requires amending. This is a drafteman’s
error. due to the uae of an old litho. when de-
seription was being prepared. (5) Also it is
found that the boundary between Middle Swan
and Oanning passes through a number of rmall
private swbdivisions, making it very diffieult
for the Electoral Department to decide eurel-
ments. It is suggested that the Welshpool-
road be made the boundary. (6) An amend-
ment to the Aet will be necessary to remedy
these errors, which I understand the Govern-
ment are prepared to introduce, and a re2om-
mendation from the Commission im desired.

I ghall now read the Commission’s recom-
mendations, signed by the three Commis-
sioners. The ecommunication is addressed to
the Minister for Justice, and is as follows:—

(1) It appears that certain errors in the
technical deseriptions of some of the boun-
daries of the electoral districts recommended
by this Commission have been discovered
which nullify the intentions of the Commis-
sioners and affect the working of the Aet. (2)
These errors are set ont in the minunte from
the Chief Draftsman, Lands Department. dated
30-10-29, (3) It is also found that the beun-
dary between Mt. Hawthorm and Liiederville
electorates passes through the centre of the
Home of the Good Shepherd; that the boun-
dary between Mt, Hawthorn and Sublaco olee-
torates passes through the St. John of God
Hospital buildings, due to a draftsmon’s error,
and that the boundary between Middle Swan
and Canning electorates passes through a num-
ber of small private subdivisiony, impcsing
difficulties in enrolment in the Electoral De-
partment. (4) It is desirable to put these
matters in order, and the Commissioners would
recommend that the necessary Bill be intre-
dueed to amend the Act, embodying the amend-
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ments to boundaries, as snggested by the Chief
Draftsman, Lands Department. (5) Tt is
suggested that the bonndary betweea Leeder-
ville and Mt. Hawthorn be amended as shown
in blue on litho., throwing the &6 electors
affected into the Leederville electorate. (6)
It is algo suggested that the boundary between
Subiaeo and Mt. Hawthorn be amended, as in
blug on lithe.,, te conform with the present
Salvado-road. the Commissioners’ original in-
tention thus placing the 90 electors affected
in Mt. Hawthorn. (7) In view of the Aiffi-
culties experienced by the Electoral Depart-
ment it it also recommended that the boun-
dary between Canning and Middle Swan be
amended as shown in blue on litho., to follow
the Welshpool-rond. The electors affected
therely would number 50 as against 82, resuit-
ing in an addition of 32 to the Canuing and
a consequent reduction in the Middle Swan
rlectorate,

That communieation is signed by Mr. Justice
Northmore, Mr. Camm the Surveyor General,
and Mr. Way the Commonwealth Electoral
Officer. On reference to the Bill itself hon.
tnetbers will find that some other districts
are affected. TIn the case of Canning, in-
stesd of a line or two of the schedule being
amended, a new schedule, with the alterations
suggested, is substituted. I thought that
would be a better way of doing it than to
amend the schedule itself, although in some
cases, where the misdeseription is merely an
error in the number of a location, one set of
figures is substituted for another instead of
the whole schedunle being struck out and a
new one inserted. Collie electorate is affected
merely to the extent that the word “west”
should be “east.” It makes no difference in
the boundaries, or in the number of electors.
In the case of Greenough electorate it is pro-
posed to omit the words “and that of the
Sandford River.” The alteration, T under-
stand, affects the boundaries between Green-
ough and (ascoyne. Although a consider-
able aren of country is involved in the altera-
tion, the number of electors affected is small
—40 or under. The mistake arose through
giving a river or waterconrse the wrong
name.

Mr., Angelo: Does the amendment [eave
the Gascoyne electorate as it was before?

The PREMIER: The schedule as it
passed this Chamber did not leave Gascoyne
as it was previously, aithough the recom-
mendation of the Commissioners was that
the four North-West seats should remain as
they were. When the boundaries were de-
fined, it was found that the deseription of
(Greenough in the schedule would not leave
Gascoyne exactly as it was before.  The
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amendment leaves Gascoyne as the Commis-
sioners intended it should be. Leederville
electorate is affected because of the boundary
running through the Home of the Good
Shepherd. In the case of Middle Swan and
Canning a boundary runs through private
subdivisions instead of a highway or a road;
and thus it is suost difficult for the Electoral
Department to decide, in some eases, whether
an elector lives in this electorate or in the
other. Mt. Hawthorn and Subiaco are also
involved in what I have quoted. In the case
of Wagin the alteration is a mere trans-
position of some figures—4,150 should be
4,105, appearently a mere printer’s error. The
same correction is required in connection
with Williams-Narrogin. I propose to lay
the file on the Table. I am not asking that
the Bill should be proceeded with this
evening.

Hon. Sir Jumes Miichell:
a statatory majority?

The PREMIER : I am not sure. As the
Bill effects alterations in boundaries, it
might be thought that there was something
in the measure, However, I have given hon,
members the whole of the information I have
or the subject. The matter originated with
the Chief Electoral Officer, and was then
gone into by the chief dranghtsman of the
Lands Department ; he put up a report which
is supported by the Surveyor General and
endorsed by the Commission, Only three of
the proposed alterations are of any conse-
quence; and even these affect, comparatively
speaking, only & few electors. Shertly after
the existing Aet had passed throngh this
Chamber, the members most closely con-
cerned discovered that a boundary ran right
throuch the St. John of God Hospital and
the Home of the Good Stepherd, with results
that would be inconvenient and eonfusing.
I lay the file on the Table, aud move—

Do you need

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.13 p.m,
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The PRES1IDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINER'S PHTHISIS.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, What are the rates and condi-
tions of compensation payable to benefi-
ciaries under Subsection 4 {a) and (b) of
Section 9 of the Yiner’s Phthisis Aet, 1922-
259 2, How many men have been excluded
from the mining indusiry under Section 8,
Subseection (1} of the Miner's Phthisis Aect,
1922” (a) prior ta 3lst December, 1925;
(b) sinee 1st Janvary, 19269 3, How many
of these excleded men have received compen-
sation under the (a) Miner’s Phthisis Aect,
1922-25”; (b) Workers' Compensation Act?
4, How many persons have been, or are re-
ceiving compensution under Subsections 4
(¢) and (d) of Section 9 of the Miner’s
Phthisis Act, 19257”? 5, How many persons
have received compensation under Section 7
of the Workers’ Compensation Act?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, Married men: half wages, with an addi-
tional payment in respect of dependants, as
under: wife, father, mother, grandfather,
grandmother, step-father, step-mother, £1
per week each; son, daughter, illegitimate
son, illegitimate danghter, grandson, grand-
danghter, step-son, step-danghter, brother,
sister, half-brother, half-sister, under 16
years, 8s. 6d. per week each; the maximom
payment not to exceed the basic wage for
the time being in the distriet. On the death
of » married man his widow becomes en-
titled to £2 per week until re-marriage or
death, but no alteration is made in the
rates payable to his other dependants.
Single men or widowers: balf wages, with
an additional payment in respect of depen-



